
Goal Busting Gala Raises Financial Aid Funds
ISO’s annual gala, which took place on April 7th at The Light-
house at Chelsea Piers, exceeded all expectations by bringing in 
more than $135,000 in support of financial aid. This came about 
in part from a challenge to the guests made by Ajit Hutheesing, 
who offered to match gifts up to $10,000. When other guests 
quickly pledged $11,000, he raised his gift too.

Bagpiper Patrick Duffy kicked off the evening with his grand 
entrance, then proceeded to accompany students from Dancing 
Classrooms in a highland fling. Entertainment continued with the 
ISO Symphony, directed by Jeffrey Grogan, accompanying stu-
dents from Dancing Classrooms and performing music spanning 
many different genres. The evening flowed seamlessly under the 
guidance of host Midge Woolsey, and Education Awards were 
presented to Jon Deak of Very Young Composers and Elma 
Moy of the Florentine School of Music, Art, and Academics.

Photos: Da Ping Luo

First Annual Edward & 

Elaine Altman Concert 
May 28th marks the first annual Edward 
& Elaine Altman Concert since  
Mr. Altman’s appointment as 
President Emeritus. Read more on 
page 2. 

Jonathan Strasser and Annabelle Prager
Martin Fridson and 
Leila Heckman

Douglas Dinger, Joseph Morag, Etty and 
Jacob Bousso, and Viola Kanevsky Barbara Tracy

James, Elma, Jubilant and Olivia Moy, Midge Woolsey, 
Victoria and Olympia Moy

Dancing 
Classrooms 

Students Patrick Duffy

Ajit Hutheesing ISO Symphony performs
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On Wednesday, May 28th at 7:30, 
ISO will present the first annual 
Edward and Elaine Altman Con-
cert at the Rose Theater at Jazz at 
Lincoln Center’s Frederick P. Rose 
Hall. ISO’s Board now designates a 
major concert each season in honor 
of the Altmans to recognize their 
extraordinary contributions over the 
years and the exceptional leadership 
of Edward Altman as Board President 
and Chairman. The ISO Symphony, 
Concert Orchestra, and Symphonic 
Band will perform.
 Highlights of the concert will 
include the ISO Symphony’s program 
that it will take on its performance tour 
to Scotland this summer, and perfor-
mances by winners of the Constance 
Mensch Concerto Competition. 
 In Hae Yap, a junior at Stuyvesant 
High School and a student of Jorge 
Corpus, will perform a movement 
from Khachaturian’s Violin Concerto 
with the ISO Symphony. Ms. Yap 
has been playing with ISO for five 

years, and is 
the Symphony 
concertmaster. 
She is also a 2013 
recipient of an 
Anthony Quinn 
Foundation 
Scholarship for 
Performing Arts. 

Lena-Marie Stoger, 
a sixth grade 
student at Special 
Music School 
studying with 
Victor Basis, will 
perform Sicilienne 
and Rigaudon 
by Fritz Kreisler 
with Concert 
Orchestra. This 
is Lena-Marie’s first year with ISO. 
She was also a member of the New 
York Metropolitan Opera Children’s 
Chorus and performed in several 
productions. 

Scotland Tour Update– 
ISO Symphony to 
Collaborate with Dutch 
Youth Orchestra 

Plans are coming together for the ISO 
Symphony’s trip to Scotland this summer. 
A highlight of the tour will be a joint con-
cert on August 1 in the Aberdeen Music 
Hall with the Amersfoort Youth Orchestra 
from The Netherlands. The two orches-
tras will perform side-by-side in selec-
tions from Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake and 
Bernstein’s Overture from Candide. They 
will also perform Beethoven’s Symphony 
No. 8 and other selections independently. 
The Symphony will also perform two free 
community concerts in or near Aberdeen 
and take in some of the sights along the 
way. ISO will subsidize a third of the fees 
for the tour to enable all students who 
want to participate to do so, made pos-
sible through generous donations from 
many individuals. 

Aberdeen Music Hall

Edward and Elaine 

Altman Concert – ISO 

Students to Perform at 

Jazz at Lincoln Center

ISO’s Early Starters Joined by Late Starters
ISO’s May 18 concert at Symphony Space 
featured the six beginner and interme-
diate ensembles playing music by Bach, 
Beethoven, Brahms, Bizet, Offenbach, 
Saint-Saëns, and other composers. 
Morningside and Queens East Orchestras 
performed together, followed by Turtle 
Bay and Trinity Florentine. The ISO Flutes, 
although only eight in number, made a 
big impression, too. Capping off the concert, the Carnegie Hill 
Orchestra (with 62 students and six coaches) brought down the 
house with three stirring performances. 
 The unique part of this concert came when Turtle Bay 
and Trinity Florentine were joined on stage by the New York 
Late-Starters Orchestra. This ensemble is made up of people 

who came to (or came back to) their 
instruments as adults. Among its members 
is Ari Goldman, who several years ago 
played alongside his son in the Morningside 
Orchestra. He wrote about the experience 
for The New York Times, and he has just 
expanded that article into a book called 
“The Late Starters Orchestra.” Adults and 
students alike had a terrific time playing 

music together by John Williams for the Harry Potter movies. 
(Of course, ISO students are used to playing with adults 
alongside them. The 19 coaches who work with these ensembles 
combined with the conductors yield a teacher-to-student ratio 
of 6-to-1, providing closer guidance than these students likely 
receive in nearly any school experience.) 

In Hae Yap

Lena-Marie Stoger
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Did you know that the average cost of ISO’s 
programs is $2,009 for each child? Tuition 
and fees cover only 62% of the cost, so even 
when paying full tuition each child receives 
a subsidy of 38% (more than $700) from 
the many generous donors on the following 
pages. Students receiving financial aid and 
scholarships, of course, receive much greater 
subsidies up to 100% of costs. Factoring in 
financial aid, we must match every 37 cents 
received in tuition payments with 63 cents in 
contributions to make ISO’s programs available 
to all children. 

Tuition
62%

Individuals
21%

Concerts,Advertising
5%

Foundations, Corporations, 
Government
12%

As we went to press, here are some students who shared their plans for next year with us:

Lily Agnew – Lawrence University Conservatory 
Kieran Birch-Desai – Columbia University Engineering 
Minnie Choi – New York University 
George Dorrington – Binghampton University 
Madeleine Galvin – Cornell University 
Willa Glickman – Swarthmore College 
Madelyn Grant – Williams College 
Sage Helinski – San Francisco Conservatory of Music
Zachary Landzberg – Cornell University 

Ellen O’Neill – Ithaca College 
Brian Park – University of Pennsylvania, Vagelos Scholars 
Program 
Anna Peterman – Harvard 
Nathan Press – Harvard 
Emily Tourgeman – Hartt School of Music, University of 
Hartford
Seowon Yu –University of California Berkeley

We look forward to hearing of the accomplishments from the rest of the graduating class of 2014:

Richie Baez  
Olivia Buljeta 
Kevin Carlson  
Brendan Gittens  

Julie Han 
Marcus McGinnity  
Sevile Muminzhanova  
Soobeen Park  

Ashley Salyer 
David Weiner 

How ISO Meets the 
Costs of Educating 
Each Child

Congratulations to ISO’s Graduating Seniors! 
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Maestros
Edith C. Blum Foundation, Inc. 

The Dreitzer Foundation 

The Florentine School of Music, Art, and 

Academics

Ajit Hutheesing

Viola Kanevsky and Douglas Dinger 

The Thalia and George Liberatos 

Foundation 

New York City Council and Council 

Member Mark Weprin

New York City Department of Cultural 

Affairs 

New York State Council on the Arts 

Alfred and Jane Ross Foundation, Inc. 

Donna and Marvin Schwartz Foundation 

Concertmasters 
Edward and Elaine Altman 

Irene Bareau 

The Bay and Paul Foundations, Inc. 

Jacob and Etty Bousso 

Martin Fridson and Elaine Sisman

Hyde & Watson Foundation

J&AR Foundation 

Brenda and Christoph Kuehne 

PECO Foundation 

Sperry, Mitchell & Company, Inc.

New York Electrical Power Services LLC 

Sally Smith 

Benefactors
42nd Street Development Corporation 

Atlas-Acon Electric Service Corp. 

Pedro Chomnalez and Maria Herrera-

Chomnalez

Ilya and Emilia Kabakov 

Nancy Lee 

Rita M. Rack and Jean-Christophe Agnew 

Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program 

Patrons
Betsy Alderman 

American Endowment Foundation, Rita 

Fredricks Salzman 

Richard and Carol Binkowski 

Allan and Valerie Brown 

Richard Chesnoff 

CRA International 

Theresa and Jerry Dolak 

Exploring the Arts, Inc.

Alessia Falsarone and Robert Nachtrieb 

Michel Fribourg 

Green-Wood Historic Fund Inc. 

William Griffiths

Jeffrey Grogan 

Matthew Healey and Jacqui Rubin 

Tulita Hume 

Erica Jong

Gary Kanevsky 

Katten Muchin Rosenman Foundation 

Cynthia Mencher 

James Moy, M.D. 

Constance Old 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Palmer 

Sulabha and Nirav Patel 

Fabienne Peyrat and Farboud Tavangar 

Eric Ploumis and Deborah Brown 

Christopher Rothko and Lori Cohen 

Alan Seget and Dianne LaBasse 

Robin and Fred Seibert 

Philip and Lynn Straus Foundation 

Lynne and Douglas Stebbins 

Edith and James Swire 

Turnaround Management Association 

John and Vanessa Wilcox 

Sponsors
Jennifer Altman and Maurice Edelson 

Mark Axelowitz 

Susan S. Binger 

Leonora Bloom 

Charles Cosler Theatre Design Inc. 

Andrew and Audrey Feiner 

Perry and Donna Golkin Family Foundation 

Jung Eun Ha and Jay Chun 

The Merrill G. & Emita E. Hastings 

Foundation 

Daria Ilunga and Mark Reed 

Brian and Kim Landzberg 

Nancy Lau and Kenneth Chin 

Mary Lee Leggett 

The Mortimer Levitt Foundation 

Willard S. Moore and Margaret Nelson 

Boaz Morag 

The Maury Newburger Foundation 

Mrs. Peter Nicholas 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce L. Paisner 

Jonathan and Madelaine Piel 

Annabelle Prager 

Joanne Robinson and Adam Pomerantz 

Amy Rose and Allen Weinberg 

Joseph Seifers 

Patricia Bakwin Selch 

Alexander Seligson 

Joseph Weiner and Yvette Weiner 

Lucy Prager Weintraub and Benjamin 

Weintraub 

Friends
Emily Abernathy-Jones and David Jones 

Leslie and Joseph Burby 

Joan K. Davidson 

Sally N. Davis 

Daniel DeSiena 

Diane and Philip Fedora 

Judith Garson 

Guillermo Guariguata 

James Guiher 

Naoko Kurosaki and Lloyd Altman 

E. Mark Lewis and Emma Montanez-Lewis 

Judith and Haim Morag  

Waddy Thompson

Eva and Max Weissman 

Frank C. Wilkinson

Alma Woodard 

Yamaha Corp. of America 

Donors
Pam and Hank Abernathy 

Lynn M. Ackerman 

Sara and Gregory Angrist 

Margot Astrachan Productions 

Rita Aszalos and Mark Gornik 

Luis Auquilla and Maribel Idrovo 

Grace and Andrew Bae 

Mary Barto 

Vanessa and Uri Benhamron 

Kim and Bart Blaise 

Allison Blinken 

John and Colleen Boccolini 

Scott and Roxanne Bok 

Satyajit Bose 

Melita Bottoni and Roberto Di Bernardini 

Maria Calderon 

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Cardozo 

Karen and Terrance Carney 

David Carr and Colleen Conway 

Gwendolyn Cates 

Sulia Chan 

Seunghee and Youngik Choi 

Elizabeth Cirone 

Lynda and George Clark 

Sandra and Alan Cohen 

Margo Crabtree 

Ed Cummins 

Nam Cursetjee 

Shamie and Ian Cuthbert 

Mr.and Mrs. Agapito Dadiz 

Jennifer Daily 

Sabrina and Denis DaSilva 

Jozelyn Davis 

Lenore Davis 

Sebastian Delmont 

Amita Desai and Thomas Birch 

Virginia and Peter Dimsey 

Amelia R. Dricot 

Seth Dubin and Barbara Field 

Kevin Dunphy 

J. Christopher and Violet Eagan 

Donald Elliott 

Onyx Engineering, Inc. 

Frank and Lisa Esposito 

Mr. & Mrs. John Fairchild 

Michael Feldman 

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund 

Lucretia Fleury 

Karla Florez and Enrique Olaya 

George and Natalia Francois 

Stephen Friedgood and Dova Marder 

Satoko Fushimi and Jean Baptiste 

Jeanpierre 

Mary and Jim Gallagher 

Sandy Gao and Eddie Zhou 

Susan Gellert 

David Gelman 

Helen Geraghty 

Giuseppe Gerbino 

2013/2014 Season Contributors
Space limits the number of names we can print here, but we offer our thanks to all those who have made contributions to make ISO’s 
programs available to all children. This list is complete as of April 29, 2014.
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John M. Gillen 

Roni and Ken Goldberg

The Goldman Group 

Margaret P. Gregory 

Lisa Greissinger and James Salser 

Maria Grijalva 

Marilyn Gross and Richard Gee 

Felicia Grumet and Mitchell Levine 

Leonor Guariguata 

Richard Hangen 

Mr. and Mrs. Gurnee F. Hart 

Regina and Avishay Hayut 

Harvey Himel and Beth Fisher 

Gwendolyn and Edward Ho 

David D. Hume 

Pamela Hurst-Della Pietra 

Jeannie and Robert Hwang 

JPMorgan Chase Foundation 

Erik Karlin 

Sybrina Keane-Negri and Michael Negri 

Hih Song Kim and James Neill 

Ann F. Knapp 

Lydia Kontos

Nina Labruna 

Pearl Lau and Richard Comerford 

Louis Lauer 

Julia R. Lee 

Degna Levister and Steven Benjamin 

Marion and Gerald Levy 

Dave Lewis 

Alan Light 

Bevis and Clara Longstreth 

Lorena Luciano and Filippo Piscopo 

Evelyne Luest and Aaron Jay Kernis 

Jenny Masur 

Zoe Mavides 

Lazaros Mavrides 

Pavlos Mavrides 

Edythe Mendolia 

Anna Miari and Lincoln Hess 

Abigail Miller 

Henriette Montgomery 

Dan and Maria Moore 

Ton Moy 

Michael O’Brien 

Jennifer Oneal 

Mary Jo Pagano and Martin Toub 

Maneesha Patel-Bose 

Mrs. Stowe C. Phelps 

Riva Powers 

Asha Qusba 

Regina Rheinstein 

Nancy Rhodes 

Julie Rulyak 

Maurice and Ulrica Rutkove 

Vera Sanders 

Nicole Toulis and Steve Sardo 

Linda and Donald Schapiro 

Jeff Schlosser 

Mary C. Schlosser 

Margaret Schofield 

The Marvin and Joyce S. Schwartz Fund 

Seeta Seetharaman and Ben Middleton 

Rajiv Shah 

Paul Shen 

Elizabeth and David Sherman 

Mr. and Mrs. David Sicher 

Fred Siesel 

Priscilla and Matthew Snyder 

Renata Spisarova-Kotik and Petr Kotik 

Brooklyn Friends School 

Adrian and Daniel Summa 

Viviane Tabar and Lorenz Studer 

Robert and Anna Taggart 

Catherine Tantillo 

Temple Beth Or 

Hyacinth Thomas 

Coralie Toevs 

William Torrey 

Minna Towbin Pinger 

Charlotte Triefus and Lloyd Zuckerberg 

Judi Trotter 

Hali Weiss and Jay Rosen 

Betty Wojciechowski 

Alma Woodard 

Oak Joo and Chee Yap 

Mark Zadrozny and Gwendolyn Conners 

Christine and Svetislav Zivkovic 

Contributors
Kate Abernathy 

Jordan Anderson 

Patricia Artenberg 

Christine Ausnit Hood 

Amy Baisch 

Marilyn Beller 

David Bousso 

Joseph Bousso 

David Brenner and Lisa Wall 

Darrell Bridgers 

Anthony Brogna 

Gurdie Brown 

Rekha Chaku 

Louise Chickie-Wolfe 

Beth Cirone and Thomas Cirone 

Leni Cohen 

Sonja Coleman and Bryan Warner 

Diana Cranney 

Susan Daimler 

Helen and Peter Dubois 

Mark Dunphy and Zarina Adam 

Rafaela Echeverria 

Dan Epstein 

Dianne Flagello 

Karen Freitas 

Jeffrey F. Friedman and Helen Finegold 

Friedman 

Mark Grogan 

Ines Guariguata and Xerxes Cursetjee 

Tika Gurung 

Kenneth Hall 

Susan Hangen 

Eleanor Harrison Bregman 

Amy Held and Carl Walker 

Alice Henkin 

Ming Shu and Christopher Jordan 

Jane Jung 

Daniel Kabat 

Kris and Catherine Kang 

Brian Keane 

Julia Kearney 

Cynthia Keiser 

Christopher Knutson 

Cynthia Kupper 

Elly Lawrence 

Kathleen Lewis 

Lisa Lindsey 

Richardeen Lish 

Joan Lynch 

Stephanie Masarsky-Sloves 

Jack McSpadden 

Aliya Middleton 

Vincent Moy 

Carlos and Carmen Munoa 

Barbara Nevins and J. Nicholas Taylor 

Mary Ellis Nevius 

Eunkyoung Park and Cholhyoun Kim 

James Penn 

Sonia Penn 

Alberto Perez 

Claire Perkins 

Jennifer Petras 

Dean Phelps 

Ruth Platz 

David Powers 

Walter Putnam 

Claudia Pyke 

Dawn Rhodes and Sandy Qusba 

Kevin Richards 

Sharon Richards 

Juan Rivera 

Shaiza Rizavi 

Jennifer Roff 

Wynton Sharpe 

Gabrielle Silver and Jonathan Lewis 

Jared Silver 

Shivnarayan Singh 

Morris and Ruth Sliver 

Mary R. Smotrys 

Susan Smotrys 

John Solum 

Mark and Beth Sprinkle 

Pam Spritzer 

Matthew Stephens 

Kathleen Suker 

Sabrina Tillman 

Gladys Toulis 

Tadeo Toulis 

Thaddeus Tracy and Michele Haberland 

Bernie Treacy 

Janet Vaughn 

S. Quintus von Bonin 

Diana Wan 

Joel Wilck 

Donavon Wilson 

Vera Woodard 

Goro Yamada 

Yoshiya Yamada 
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ISO Board of Directors
Annabelle F. Prager, Founder
Barbara B. Tracy, President
Jane Ross, Executive Vice President
Carmel Fromson, Vice President
Cynthia Mencher, Treasurer
Jacob Bousso, Secretary
Betsy Alderman

Etty Bousso

Theresa Dolak

Martin S. Fridson

Eva Gerard

Maria Herrera-Chomnalez

Viola Kanevsky

Brenda Kuehne

Pearl Lau

Nancy Lee

Beatrice Mitchell

Gretchen Nicholas

J. Craig Oxman

William Pinzler, Esq.

Adrian Ross

Alfred Ross

Rita F. Salzman

Ronald Schaefer

Edward I. Altman, President Emeritus

Advisory Council
David Bernard

Joanne Bernstein-Cohen

Deborah Buck

Christopher Coletti

Thomas Crawford

Matt Dine

Tim Fain

James Gaffigan

Stefán Ragnar Höskuldsson

Lowell Liebermann

Lydia Kontos

Anthony Mazzocchi

Anthony McGill

Craig Mumm

Mary Ann Mumm

Tito Muñoz

Bärli Nugent

Mark O’Connor

Maria Radicheva

Julie Rulyak

Midge Woolsey

ISO Staff 
Waddy Thompson, Executive Director
Jeffrey Grogan, Artistic Director
Gary Tigner, Director of Programs
Sarah Koop, Director of Administration
Mitchell McCarthy, Orchestra Administrator
Jonathan Strasser, Music Director Emeritus
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