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INTERSCHOOL ORCHESTRAS OF NEW YORK: 

 Playing for Hope Benefit Concert 
RSVP at https://www.isorch.org/playing-for-hope 

 
 
New York City…The InterSchool Orchestras of New York (ISO), a nonprofit organization, is 
having an online Playing for Hope Benefit Concert on May 15th at 7:30 p.m.  Fifty percent of the 
net proceeds will be donated to the Food Bank For New York City.  We are asking for a $20 
donation to support the concert.  This donation will provide 50 meals to a New Yorker and 
provide financial aid for students to keep studying music.  ISO serves nearly 300 students in four 
orchestras and provides a nurturing environment where all children can realize their personal 
best, achieve high artistic standards, and share music with the community. Generous financial aid 
and scholarships ensure that every child can participate.   
 
To RSVP for the benefit concert, visit https://www.isorch.org/playing-for-hope. 
 
How to donate: 
Donate online at www.isorch.org/donate-today or send a check to ISO, 121 W. 27th Street, 902, 
New York, NY 
10001. 
	
When Governor Cuomo shut down the NYC schools because of the pandemic, ISO had to 
scramble to find a way to provide online orchestra lessons to its kids.  Under the leadership of 
Karen Geer, Executive Director, Page Silverman, ISO Concert Orchestra Conductor and Barry 
Stern, ISO Symphony Conductor, students were led in online activities for nearly 8 weeks to 
finish the season.  Sponsored by Edward and Elaine Altman with a live Facebook feed of nearly 
3000 additional spectators, the season usually ends with a packed, sold-out performance at a 
major New York concert venue.   This year, however, ISO will end its season with an online 
concert featuring students from all four orchestras, ISO alumni, guest artists and special world 
premiere. 
 



The concert will feature “Songs of Comfort” performed by the youngest students which were 
designed to comfort people that are suffering from COVID-19 and a performance by Carnegie 
Hill of “Mombassa Beat” arranged by ISO conductor, Steve Rochen.  In addition, Chris Coletti, 
ISO alum and member of the Canadian Brass, Tito Muñoz, ISO alum and Conductor of the 
Phoenix Symphony, and recent alumni, Orliana and Joseph Morag will be performing.  Guest 
artists are Martha Mooke, viola and Raúl Jaurena, bandoneon.  ISO Symphony seniors will be 
performing which include Jake Kitchen and Rachel and Chloe Joo.  Stephen Metivier, ISO Board 
Trustee will also join the concert and play percussion. 
 
In keeping with ISO’s new direction for youth orchestras, leading the field in cross-cultural, 
multi-dimension genre works for youth orchestra, we are pleased to be presenting a world 
premiere arranged by the great Earl McIntyre, “William Tell Goes Reggae” which features Jim 
Seeley, trumpet; Patience Higgins, saxophone, Jerome Harris, guitar and bass, Victor See Yun, 
percussion and Buddy Williams, drums performing with the ISO Symphony and Concert 
Orchestras. "It's my privilege to share this project with ISO.  Together we're celebrating 
European classical music, Caribbean dance music and American television icons.  Please join us 
in making the world a smaller place!" said Earl McIntyre, ISO teaching artist, jazz arranger, tuba 
player and bass trombonist. 
 
The focus of the concert is on ISO’s mission to use music to support the community. Each 
Spring, ISO usually performs in nursing homes and community centers.  “This year, we are 
doing something for all of New York City.  We are pleased to partner with the Food Bank For 
New York City and splitting our proceeds from the concert. The students have been motivated to 
help and we have found a way for them to be proud of their work and use the concert proceeds to 
help others.  We are so proud of their accomplishments.” said Karen Geer, Executive Director. 
“In addition, the faculty and the parents came together to work like never before to support the 
organization and it is so inspirational.”  
 

InterSchool Orchestras of New York 
 

Founded in 1972 and incorporated in 1974, the InterSchool Orchestras of New York (ISO) began 
with a single orchestra of 20 children. Today, ISO serves nearly 300, creating opportunities for 
school-aged children in New York City to make music together through four tiered level 
orchestras.   The ensembles perform in major concert halls, schools and community centers, 
bringing great music to over 7,000 people annually. Generous financial aid and scholarships 
ensure that every child can participate.  For more information, please visit http://isorch.org/.  
 
All ISO concerts and educational programs are made possible in part with public funds from the 
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council. In addition, 
ISO is generously supported with public funds from the New York State Council on the Arts 
with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature.  

Food Bank For New York City 

To end hunger by organizing food, information and support for community survival, 
empowerment, and dignity. Food Bank For New York City has been working to end food 
poverty in our five boroughs for over 36 years. As the city’s largest hunger-relief organization, 
we employ a multifaceted approach centered on helping low-income New Yorkers overcome 
their circumstances and achieve greater independence.  


